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fullVenezuela’s economy is collapsing, and the government, led by President Nicolas Maduro, is
losing its grip on the region. Maduro’s allies have appealed to Russia and China to protect them, but
they’re now backing a bid for power from Juan Guaido, who was elected the country’s rightful
president in January. The US, which has provided aid to the opposition, is calling for Maduro to step
down, and just recently recognized Guaido as the country’s interim president. “It’s a mix of a lot of
factors that make it so dire,” John Olson, a senior fellow at the Center for Strategic and International
Studies, told me on the sidelines of the Munich Security Conference. “The government has been
expropriating businesses, withholding money from farmers, and shutting down or redirecting the
flow of oil from the fields.” The situation has gotten so dire that the UN’s food agency has issued a
warning to Venezuelan citizens, calling on people to avoid food shortages. Olson said that the US has
a good plan to deal with the Maduro government, but it needs Russia and China to support it.
Without Moscow and Beijing’s buy-in, Olson said, the US’s plan to oust the regime could fail. “If the
opposition thought that they had Moscow and Beijing, it’s actually a pretty dire moment,” he said.
Over the past week, there have been more signs that Maduro’s time is coming to an end. Guaido, the
opposition leader who just recently declared himself interim president, recently asked the military to
disobey Maduro. And Maduro’s own allies — a faction that says it is committed to keeping Maduro in
power — have appealed to Russia and China to help shore up their position, according to The New
York Times. “The Trump administration’s recent sanctions on Maduro and the military are a
message to the generals that they can’t get away with this,” Olson said. The sanctions have also
made it harder for Maduro’s government to extract money from the oil that they sell to the US. “By
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