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B virus infections in contact individuals and non-injecting drug users living in a high-prevalence area in North-eastern Italy. To determine the prevalence of hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection in a group of drug users in contact with drug users and non-injecting drug

users living in an area of high prevalence for this infection. Contacting and non-injecting drug users were recruited in 1992 from a methadone treatment unit in Terni, a medium-sized town in North-eastern Italy, where the prevalence of HBV infection was 10.1%. All
subjects who had ever injected drugs or been in contact with an HBsAg-positive subject were tested for antibody to hepatitis B core antigen (anti-HBc). Subjects who were anti-HBc-positive were tested for HBV DNA. The prevalence of HBV infection was 38.8% (n =
232). Of these, 53% (n = 126) were females and 47% (n = 106) males; they were aged 28.0 +/- 7.5 years. HBV infection was more frequent in female subjects who had been injected drugs than in male subjects who had been injected drugs (62.4% vs. 36.1%). Of
the 162 anti-HBc-positive subjects, 63 (39%) were also anti-HBs-positive, 31 (19%) were also anti-HBc-negative and 16 (10%) were not tested for hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg). Of the subjects who were positive for HBV DNA, 41 (82%) had been vaccinated

with an inactivated vaccine and 29 (66%) had received a booster dose; 10 (27%) and 3 (9%), respectively, were never vaccinated; and 9/28 ( c6a93da74d
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