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CST A Verona-based startup is offering a new twist on online dating. MeetPeopleWhenItSightFirst.com allows users to message individuals via Facebook and Twitter. From there, you share your interests and perhaps click a link to a video of another person who already has those same interests. Richard

Kenney, 33, who formed the company with the help of his two brothers and two other friends, says the idea was inspired by the dating website PlentyOfFish.com. When it first started, the site had just 16 active users, and they were mostly people from the same neighborhood. With great success, they
expanded to more towns and launched a mobile app. They now have more than 58,000 users and about 3.4 million social media followers. The company was named one of Inman's Best Places to Work in the small business category in 2012. Of the company's start, Kenney says, "We didn't know how we

were going to make money, but we just thought, OK, if this is going to take off, and if it's going to be really successful, it's going to cost a lot of money to run, and we really need to make some money." The first business plan he came up with was to charge for advertising on the site. "I came up with
advertising on the premise of if you're getting a lot of likes and you're getting a lot of retweets, that would pay for it," Kenney said. When customers started spending money on advertising, the company started to see the volume of traffic to their site increase, and that encouraged them to provide an easy

online payment system. After the site gained a huge following, the company started looking for ways to market their mobile app. "We used a lot of the lessons learned from the client acquisition side of the business, and that was to make sure that our marketing f30f4ceada
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